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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
HOWARD COBIN INVITATIONAL SPRING CLASSIC
Join Vice President Howie Cobin as he hosts another chapter golf outing on
Saturday, June 3. You will be playing at the Tatum Ridge Golf Links —
located at 421 N. Tatum Rd. in Sarasota.
The first foursome will tee off about 8:45 am. The snack bar will be
available for breakfast and lunch. Non-golfers and spouses are encouraged
to come by about 12:30 pm to join the golfers for lunch.
Tatum Ridge is one of the Chapter’s Community Partners and fees for AFA
members and friends will be discounted from the normal seasonal rate.
If you want to participate or want more details, contact Ron Hertenstein at
941-782-8020 or via e-mail at ronher@aol.com. You can reach Howie at
941-954-0510 or 941-544-3370 or via e-mail at hccobin@gmail.com.
Our next Howard Cobin Invitational -- the Summer Classic -- is tentatively scheduled for July or August. Our plans
will be to play at Peridia Executive Course. It is an excellent course, clubhouse, and restaurant. And, playing a
course that features four par fours and 14 par 3s seems like a good choice for summer play.

AEROSPACE EDUCATION & STEM
CYBERPATRIOT CYBERCAMP
The chapter has partnered with the Educational Foundation of
Sarasota County and Riverview High School to host the first Air
Force Association Cyber Patriot CyberCamp. The July 17-21
camp will impact fifty Sarasota County students in grades 7-12.
Students will learn how to secure computer networks and
operating systems by working hands-on with local cybersecurity
professionals. The camp will be held at Riverview High School.
AFA will support 160 CyberCamps across the world this summer.
The Sarasota camp will be one of only three conducted in Florida.
Reflecting the level local interest, the camp filled all 50 available
positions within the first week they were made available.
These camps are an excellent opportunity to “fly the AFA flag” and
to attract an entirely new population to AFA in our area. They are
just one example of the national impact AFA is having on STEM
education with CyberPatriot.
Continued on the next page…

Current plans anticipate Chapter leaders – Mike Richardson, Sandy
Schlitt and Dr. Mike Yarymovych -- will participate in the opening
and/or closing ceremonies. Florida State President Bill Yucuis is also
expected to attend a session.
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The AFA CyberCamp program allows schools and educational
organizations to order a curriculum kit consisting of five four-hour
instruction modules, accompanying instructor's guides, student
workbooks, demonstration software, and competition software that
will teach students important skills in cyber safety and cybersecurity.
The 20-hour curriculum is designed to be completed over five days,
with the fifth day serving as a day of mini-Competition. All sessions
are Monday through Friday, with Friday being the mini-Competition
day.
The Education Foundation notes that “Cybersecurity jobs are slated
to increase by 36% by 2024. That’s more than triple the average
growth rate (11%) for all occupations in the United States.” The
CyberCamp provides an excellent opportunity to expose our youth to
this booming career field and is more important than ever for students
in this growing career field!
If you’re interested in volunteering to assist the one-week camp,
please contact Jennifer Sams at jsams@edfoundationsrq.org or call
941-927-0965. To learn more about how the Education Foundation
works to ensure students are graduating with purpose and prepared
for a post-secondary pathway, visit www.EdFoundationSRQ.org.
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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
KEITH COLE SPEAKS AT LUNCHEON
The chapter met for lunch at Café Baci recently for another of our
“Laidback Luncheons”. Our speaker was Keith Cole who related his
WW II experiences flying as a “Dispatcher” in B-24s supporting the
Office of Strategic Services (OSS) – the predecessor to the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA). Their mission was to supply partisans and
resistance fighters as well as to insert spies and saboteurs.
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Keith Cole talks about his experiences crewing on B-24s in support of the OSS
during World War II. Keith was the speaker at the chapter’s April “Laidback
Luncheon” held at Café Baci.
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Keith visited MacDill AFB in January and made a
presentation to the Special Operations troops there.
Here is his story as reported in the MacDill AFB
Thunderbolt newspaper by Airman 1st Class Adam
R. Shanks.
(Text in italics are taken from that article.)
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It’s World War II and Nazi Germany occupies
France, an Allied nation. Somewhere in the moonlit
French countryside, a modified B-24 Liberator flies
overhead. Painted matte black and stripped of
unnecessary equipment, this B-24 is flying a secret
mission. Flashlights shine from the ground as a
dispatcher in the bomb bay of the aircraft opens a
hole in the floor and begins pushing crates out of
the aircraft. The crates parachute down to a group
of French Resistance members. In these crates,
collections of ammo, weapons and other supplies
benefit the resistance fighters.
One of these dispatchers, Keith Cole, visited
MacDill Air Force Base, Florida on Jan. 18, 2017, to
share his experience and catch a glimpse of how
the Air Force has changed since his time of service.
He began his visit with a speech at U.S. Special
Operations Command.
“I was a part of the 492nd Bombardment Group,
also known as the Carpetbaggers, during World
War II,” said Cole. “We started as an antisubmarine squadron, but instead began working
with the Office of Special Services to drop supplies
to French guerrilla fighters.”
The OSS, a
predecessor to the Central Intelligence Agency,
used the 492nd BG to secretly arm the French.
During the war, the 492nd helped deliver more than
5,000 tons of supplies including 18,535 containers,
10,700 packages, 662 spies and approximately one
million gallons of fuel.
“Silence was a must during our missions,” said
Cole. “No one talked about what we did; it was kept
shrouded in secrecy. “At the time, I knew what my
objective was, but some details I didn’t even learn
about until several years after the war was over.”
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However, Germany was aware of the secret airlift
missions, but couldn’t fool the B-24 crews to
mistakenly drop supplies to them. In order to keep
the enemy from intercepting any supplies, the OSS
and 492nd developed secret codes.
French Resistance fighters used radios with a
scrambler to provide their location to the OSS in
London. The message would be decoded by the
OSS and supplies were loaded onto the B-24s.
Later that day, at 6 p.m. on the British Broadcasting
Channel, a television host would announce the
news.

Air Force Association
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Or for quicker service, visit www.afa.org or
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Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:00pm EST

The first 10 words the news anchor spoke, were
actually a secret code for the resistance fighters to
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decipher, so they would know which groups would be supplied that night,”
said Cole. “We would fly to their location, and they would signal us with
flashlights.” If the signal was identified, the supplies were dropped.
However, if the pilots couldn’t recognize the signal, the flight would return
to England.
“Our methods were very primitive,” laughed Cole. “Aside from radios, we
had absolutely no technology to help accomplish the mission.”
Cole learned that his same objectives more than 70 years ago are still
being accomplished today. “What Mr. Cole did as a Carpetbagger, helped
pioneer the Air Force Special Operations Command,” said Col.
Christopher Ireland, the deputy director of strategy, plans and policy
assigned to USSOCOM. “He started with the early days of tactical airlift
and coordination between air and ground forces.”
At the end of the tour, Cole made his way to the 91st ARS heritage room,
where he showed his French Legion of Honor, the highest decoration
obtainable in France. “Many of us [Carpetbaggers] received this award,”
said Cole. “It’s humbling to me to have earned it, but all I did was push
stuff out of airplanes.”
Later this year Keith will be among other OSS members who will receive
the Congressional Gold Medal for their WW II service. This medal is
awarded to persons "who have performed an achievement that has an
impact on American history and culture that is likely to be recognized as a
major achievement in the recipient's field long after the achievement.”

AIR FORCE TRIVIA
Match these Vietnam era aircraft with their nickname.
Answers are on page 5.

Keith Cole, a WW II veteran, displays his
French Legion of Honor after his tour of the
flightline at MacDill Air Force Base, Fla.,
Jan. 18, 2017. In France, the Legion of
Honor is the highest decoration that can be
obtained, and Cole earned it by assisting in
Operation Carpetbagger where he helped
drop supplies to French resistance fighters.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class
Adam R. Shanks)

A-1

Bronco

AC-47

Canberra

B-57

Phantom II

C-141

Skyraider

F-4

Spooky

F-100

Starlifter

F-105

Stratotanker

HH-53

Super Jolly Green Giant

KC-135

Super Sabre

OV-10

Thunderchief

If you know of a group that needs speakers, please keep our AFA Speakers Bureau in mind.
Made up of flag officers and CMSgts, they can tell the Air Force story convincingly.
Contact Sandy Schlitt at 941-951-0366 (Home) or 941-544-3517 (Mob) to arrange for a presentation.
He can also be contacted via e-mail at schlitt@comcast.net
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AIR FORCE NEWS
AIR FORCE SPECIAL OPERATIONS WARFARE CENTER
FURLS ITS FLAG
This Special Operations related up article was published in the Air Force Magazine’s
Daily Report of May 17, 2017.
Air Force Special Operations Command on May 10 inactivated the Air Force Special
Operations Air Warfare Center, and activated in its place the storied 492nd Special
Operations Wing. The wing, which oversees the Air Force Special Operations School,
AFSOC flight testing, and aircrew training, now carries the legacy of the Carpetbaggers of
the 492nd Bombardment Group.
This group carried out Operation Carpetbagger during World War II, in which the Office of
Special Services, the predecessor to the CIA, used B-24s to arm the French resistance.
During the war, the Carpetbaggers delivered more than 5,000 tons of supplies to the
French. Three members of this group attended the activation ceremony at Hurlburt Field,
Fla. “Intrepid men like Capt. [Eugene] Polinsky, 1st Lt. [Hewitt] Gomez, and Sgt. [Bill]
Becker, who flew heavily modified B-24s deep into Germany’s Fortress Europe.

Lt. Gen. Brad Webb, left,
the commander of Air
Force Special Operations
Command, and Col.
Nathan Green, right, the
commander of the Air
Force Special Operations
Air Warfare Center, furl the
AFSOAWC flag during a
ceremony at Hurlburt
Field, May 10, 2017. Air
Force photo by A1C
Joseph Pick.

And, so started some of the most relevant, aviation special operations in WWII,” AFSOC
Commander Lt. Gen. Brad Webb said at the ceremony, according to a Hurlburt release.
“With Carpetbagger missions designated as special flights, the 492nd Bombardment
Group is rightfully among the first, certainly in Europe, who can claim the title of being
special operators.” In addition to the wing, AFSOC activated the 492nd Special
Operations Group and 492nd Special Operations Training Group.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
A Community Partner is a local business, professional office, or association that
partners with the chapter to support the goals of the Air Force Association (AFA).
Community Partners may designate one or two persons as members of our
chapter.

AIR FORCE TRIVIA ANSWERS
A-1 –Skyraider;

AC-47 – Spooky; B-57 – Canberra; C-141 – Starlifter; F-4 - Phantom II; F-100 - Super Sabre;

F-105 – Thunderchief; HH-53 - Super Jolly Green Giant; KC-135 – Stratotanker; OV-10 - Bronco
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CHAPTER CALENDAR

Tuesday, April 11

Laidback Lunch

Saturday, May 27

AFA/Motes Wounded Airman Cruise

Monday, May 29

Memorial Day Parade

Saturday, June 3

Howard Cobin Invitational Golf (Spring Classic)

July

Open

Saturday, August 26

Howard Cobin Invitational Golf (Summer Classic)

Saturday, September 16

USAF Anniversary Dinner

TBD

Tuesday, October 10

Laid Back Luncheon

TBD

Saturday, November 18

Howard Cobin Invitational Golf (Fall Classic)

TBD

Tuesday, December 12

Holiday Wine and Cheese Party

TBD

.

Café Baci
Canceled

Motes Marine Laboratory
Sarasota
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Tatum Ridge Golf Links

Peridia Golf Club

